may, however, be the effect of sudden illness, and the examiner should therefore consider the possibility of the existence of some disease which would explain the symptoms. He should inquire into the patient's strength, mode of life, and habit of body, and ascertain whether he had previously complained of ill health, the time at which the noxious substance was taken and the vehicle in which it was given, the taste or odour that was perceived on its administration, and the food or drink that has been lately swallowed, and all subjects that require particular notice.
Taking the mineral acids as the purest examples of poisons that act independently of absorption through the blood, it will be seen on inquiry that all the symptoms they produce, in addition to the direct effects of the local injury, are those of shock, great feebleness, fainting, imperceptible pulse, cold ex- These explanations were of more effect upon the outside public than on the jury.
